“It's All Geek to Me” Show Notes
Episode 3: iPods!

Welcome to David Pogue’s show notes for episode 3, all about the iPod and its
rivals!

In these show notes, I'll provide a little more detail on stuff you see on the show.
It's kind of like the way cooking shows post the recipes online.

Opening credits. You know how we simulated the Apple iPod ads during the
opening? You know, with me in silhouette against brightly colored
backgrounds?

Want to know how we did that? Want to know what $5,000 video-editing system
we used?

Psych! It's iMovie. Yep, plain old free iMovie on the Mac. We used one of the
effect plug-ins from http://www.geethree.com.

Unfortunately, the iPod Ad plug-in was never released to the public, but the Gee
Three guys were nice enough to let us have access to it for our opening.

Opening statistics. When I said, “They’ve sold 65 million iPods,” well, that was
true in November, when we filmed this segment. Now the number is well over
100 million!

If there’s a second season of “It's All Geek to Me,” believe me — we’ll do an
episode on the iPhone and its rivals...

iPod Trivia Contest. Yep, we really did stop people on the street. There is no
disclaimer on this game show about “Certain portions not affecting the outcome
have been edited”... it really happened the way you see it on the show!



iPod microphone. Belkin, Griffin and other companies make these snap-on
goodies. The sound quality is great—CD quality, in fact.

Copy from iPod to computer. The shareware program I demonstrated is Senuti
(iTunes spelled backward, get it?). You can download it here:

http:/[www.fadingred.org/senuti/

Using the iPod as a backup hard drive. This is one of my favorite iPod
features—and it’s not available on the Zune and a lot of other rival players. If
you’re shopping for a non-iPod, ask specifically whether it offers this feature,
because it's awesome.

Rapid CD importing. In the iTunes menu, choose Preferences. Click the
Advanced tab. On the Importing sub-tab, open the “On CD insert” pop-up
menu; choose “Import CD and Eject.” Then close the dialog box.

This simple step saves you a lot of button clicking!

iPod Accessories segment. Here are the details on the accessories that Pod
Macintosh profiled.

* Cherrywood carrying case. hittp://[www.iwoodnano.com/miniot/index.htm

= Tunebuckle iPod belt. ittp://www.tunebuckle.com/Products.htm

* MyVu virtual reality video projection glasses. hittp://www.myvu.com/

= jKaraoke. I don’t know how it works (and it doesn’t work on all tracks),
but it's pretty amazing. It somehow deletes the vocal tracks of your iPod
music, and replaces it with what you sing into the microphone.
http:/[www.griffintechnology.com/products/ikaraoke/

* FM radio receiver. Clips into the headphone cord; works great. Apple
isn’t the only company that makes one.
http:/[www.apple.com/ipod/accessories.html

» iBeam laser pointer. hittp://www.griffintechnology.com/products/ibeams/

= jCarta stereo toilet-paper dispenser. Incredible, but it’s true. It's a real,
working, toilet-paper holder that recharges your keyboard while it plays
your tunes. hittp://www.amazon.com/ICarta-Stereo-Dock-Tissue-
Holder/dp/BO0OHX7ASU

* Nike iPod transmitter. Man. From this footage, you can tell that I'm not
really a runner, can’t you? Anyway, here you go:
http:/[www.apple.com/ipod/nike/




Internet radio. Just to be clear: you can listen to these Internet radio stations in
the iTunes software on your computer. You can’t tune into them on the iPod
itself.

Audiobooks. If you have more time than money, you can just borrow the books-
on-CD from the library and rip them into iTunes for transferring to your iPod.
Instead of renting them. My wife does this all the time.

TV shows for $2 each. Man, I wish “It's All Geek to Me” were available for
download! So far, Discovery Inc. hasn’t decided whether to do that yet.

YouTube videos to the iPod: Macintosh instructions. To make this happen, you
need a program called iSquint for Macintosh. It's here: http://[www.isquint.org/

iSquint is the free version of a more elaborate commercial program called Visual
Hub. As a result, iSquint is littered with ads for Visual Hub, and there’s no built-
in help at all.

The steps for converting a YouTube video into the format that your iPod can
understand aren’t difficult; basically, you just drag the video file off your Mac
desktop right into the iSquint window. Step-by-step instructions are here:

http:/[www.methodshop.com/gadgets/tutorials/isquint/index.shtml

No, the bigger question is: How do you get a YouTube video downloaded to
your desktop?

The steps for that are here:

http:/[www.methodshop.com/gadgets/tutorials/youtuberip/index.shtml

Good luck!

YouTube videos to the iPod: Windows instructions. To make this happen, you
need a program called iSquint for Macintosh. It's here: http:/[www.isquint.org/

I couldn’t find a totally free program that converts YouTube videos, but here’s a
$10 one called MoviePod: http://www.nullriver.com/index/products/moviepod.win

(Actually, it's available for Macintosh, too, but I figured Mac fans would rather
have “free” than “$10.”)

Once again, the instructions for getting the YouTube video into your copy of
iTunes (which puts it into the iPod) are here:

http:/[www.methodshop.com/gadgets/tutorials/youtuberip/index.shtml

Podcasts. OK, let me explain what’s happening here, in this part of the show:
You're listening to excerpts from actual podcasts! But that's me, in costume, lip-
syncing all of them.



Even my sister didn’t recognize me wearing those costumes. It’s all me, dudes.
Even Grammar Girl.

These podcasts absolutely crack me up.
iPod rivals. Here are the models I briefly demonstrated on the show:

* ijRiver Clix 2. Current price: $200 for a 4 GB model, with radio and voice
recorder. http://www.iriveramerica.com/prod/ultra/clix/

* SanDisk Sansa e200. $200, 8 GB. Voice recorder, FM radio, replaceable
battery. (SanDisk also makes the very cool Sansa Connect, which can
download an unlimited number of new songs from Yahoo Music—$12 a
month—via Wi-Fi wireless Internet.)
http:/[www.sandisk.com/Products/Item(2057)-SDMX4-8192-

Sansa e280 MP3 Player 8GB.aspx

* Samsung K5. Built-in speakers—a great little alarm clock. $230, 4 GB.
http:/[www.samsung.com/Products/ MP3Player/MP3Player/YP K5]ABXAA.asp

You can buy music for these players from PlaysForSure music stores like
Rhapsody.com, Napster.com, and Yahoo Music.

Or, believe it or not, Apple’s iTunes store. Since we taped the show, Apple has
begun selling songs from EMI Records with no copy protection —for $1.30 instead
of $1.

These songs won't necessarily play on PlaysForSure players, though; the non-
protected songs are in unprotected AAC format, and not all players recognize
AAC files.

Then again, you can always use iTunes to convert your unprotected iTunes
downloads into MP3 format, which all players recognize.

Zune. So far, looks like the Zune is a big fat dud. Nobody’s buying it. Microsoft
has big plans for new models, though.

Bloopers. This is the only “It's All Geek to Me” episode with bloopers! Man, we
had SO much fun doing those costume bits... ©

Questions? Feedback on the show? Email me! I'm pogue@nytimes.com.

And don’t forget —you can watch the show in glorious, widescreen HIGH
DEFINITION, starting June 7 on the Discovery HD Theater channel!




SCIENCE CHANNEL EPISODE SCHEDULE

The show is always broadcast with 2 episodes back to back. This list here shows when each episode
*premieres.*

Digital Cameras: Friday, May 18 @ 8 PM

Cell Phones: Friday, May 18 @ 8:30 PM

iPods: Friday, May 25 @ 8 PM

Laptops: Friday, June 1 @ 8 PM

Rescuing Old Recordings: Friday, June 8 @ 8 PM
Camcorders: Friday, June 15 @ 8 PM

SCIENCE CHANNEL REPEAT SCHEDULE

There’s a new episode every Friday night at 8 pm, with a bonus episode at 8:30 pm.
Then, those 2 episodes are replayed together all weekend:

FRIDAY NIGHTS
11 and 11:30 pm
3 and 3:30 am (technically Saturday morning)

SATURDAYS
9 and 9:30 am

SUNDAYS

9 and 9:30 pm

12 midnight and 12:30 am (technically Monday morning)
4 and 4:30 am (technically Monday morning)

MONDAYS
10 and 10:30 am

DISCOVERY HD THEATRE EPISODE SCHEDULE

"It's All Geek to Me" will also be shown, in AWESOME widescreen high definition, on the Discovery HD
channel. If you have a high-def TV, this is DEFINITELY the way to see it!

Camcorders: 6/6/07

Cell Phones: 6/6/07

Laptops: 6/13/07

Digital Camera: 6/14/07

iPods: 6/27/07

Rescuing Old Recordings: 7/4/07

ONLINE VIEWING

Unfortunately, Discovery still hasn't decided whether or not to make the episodes available online ( for
example, for sale through iTunes); if it happens, it won't be until the show is finished airing on TV.

However, you can find lots of free 2-minute excerpts on the show's Web site,
http://www.discovery.com/geek. (They do make you watch a little ad before each excerpt, unfortunately.)




